concept and meaning of ecological land and study the rational allocation of the quantitative structure and spatial patterns of ecological land, which can maximize the ecological benefit of land resources. At present, ecological land has various meanings, and is not an independent land type in existing land classification. In this study, the formation and meaning of ecological land was reviewed, a classification system was proposed, and the status and change in trend were evaluated based on national land use survey data. The conclusions were as follows: ( 1) Major ecosystem services should be the basic principle used in the definition of ecological land at a regional scale, differing from other criteria, such as ecological elements or comprehensive ecological functions. (2) Based on major ecosystem services, ecological land can be classified into four types ( wetland, forest, grassland, and other ecological land) and 19 sub鄄types. Among them, wetland, forest and grassland should be collectively referred to as fundamental ecological land and others as preserved. respectively. Among 356 prefecture鄄level cities in China, 104 increased and 251 decreased in terms of fundamental ecological land. In some regions in north and east China, the ecological security situation should not be ignored. In addition, the total amount of fundamental ecological land per capita showed the same spatial distribution characteristics with high levels in the northwest and low levels in the southeast, which correlated well with Hu忆s Line of population. The eco鄄 security status in some regions was facing serious challenges. For example, the density of fundamental ecological land was lower than 0.4 in most areas of eastern North China and Northwest China, with the former caused by increased human development and construction activities, while the latter reflects the vulnerability of the local natural ecological environment background. [ 2 ] 摇 Zonneveld I S. Scope and Concepts of Landscape Ecology as an Emerging Science. New York: Springer, 1990: 3鄄 20.
[ 3 ] 摇 Klijn F, de Haes H A U. A hierarchical approach to ecosystems and its implications for ecological land classification. Landscape Ecology, 1994, 9
(2) : 89鄄 104. 
